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WE HOLD TWO MEETINGS 

EACH MONTH 
 

DAY MEETING 

 
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month 

except November, December 
 and January. 

 

Time: 10.30am 
 

Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 
1 Gardenia St, Blackburn. 

(Melway 47K10) 

 
EVENING MEETING 

 

Date: 4th Wednesday of the month, 
except December and January. 

 

Time: 7.45pm 
 

Venue: Knox Park Primary School, 
Kathryn Rd, Knoxfield. 

(Melway 73 C3) 
 

 
 
 

 
Combined 

Newsletters 
2022 

 
APRIL 

- 
MAY 

 
 
 

ENQUIRIES 

 

Email: foothills@apsvic.org.au 
 

 
 

 FOOTHILLS  
FACEBOOK PAGE 

 
www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

 

 
VISITORS WELCOME! 

 

APS Foothills Inc. A0013126K  

http://www.facebook.com/apsfoothills


Growing together with Australian Native Plants                                                         2 
 

DAY MEETING 
 

Bill Aitchison: Books 
 

Tuesday 12th April 2022 
 
Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 1 Gardenia St, 
Blackburn. (Melway 47K10) 
Time: 10.30am 
 

Details Page 5 

 
EVENING MEETING 
 

Royce Raleigh: Kimberley 
Adventure 
 

Wednesday 27th April 2022 
 
Venue: Knox Park Primary School, Kathryn Rd, 
Knoxfield. (Melway 73 C3) 
Time: 7.45pm 
 
Details Page 2 

 

Autumn Working Bee 
 

Saturday 23rd April 2022 
 
Knox Park Primary School  
10.00am - 12noon 
 
 

Foothills Facebook Page 
 

www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Well autumn is here, and although the rain situation 
is a bit erratic, I hope you’re taking advantage of the 
all the plant sales on the go this year. It’s been a 
while since many of these plant sales have been 
held, as most of them were previously cancelled or 
postponed because they were at the mercy of Covid 
restrictions and snap lockdowns. 
I’m however avoiding them! Not because I don’t like 
a plant sale or don’t want to support the growers 
but because I simply have no more room for them in 
my little garden! It’s much kinder to the plants to let 
them go home with someone who has the space for 
them and who can care for them properly. I’ve also 
got heaps of plants I’ve propagated myself coming 
along nicely, so I need to take care of those first as 
they are due for potting up soon. 
I really enjoyed Alex Smart’s talk at our last evening 
meeting on the River Red Gum as they are among 
my top favourite Aussie trees, and now I’m looking 
forward to a Kimberley Adventure with Royce 
Raleigh at our next evening meeting because 
unfortunately, with work and its associated limited 
annual leave, I haven’t been able to explore much of 
Australia north of Victoria. I think this is why I enjoy 
‘travel’ talks so much!  
We had supper after our last evening meeting and it 
was great to enjoy a cuppa, a piece of cake and chat 
afterwards. After the past two years of Covid 
weirdness, this bit of normality in the form of supper 
after our meeting, is heavenly!  
There are plenty of events, shows, conferences and 
other things coming up this year to keep us out of 
mischief and get us back on track after our Covid de-
railing. There’s sure to be something that will 
interest you, so keep an eye out for the details of 
those events in this newsletter. 
Our autumn working bee is also coming up this 
month on Saturday, 23rd April. Although it’s a 
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physical activity, it’s great fun with time spent in 
good company. We’ll post more details nearer the 
time and hope that you’ll be able to join us. 
See you all next time. 
 
Janet Hodgkiss 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Evening Meeting   

Wednesday, 27th April, 7.45pm 
 
Kimberley Adventure - Royce Raleigh 
 
Royce will take us on a trip around the Kimberley’s, 
beginning in Broome through the Gibb River Road to 
Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary, then up to Drysdale 
River Station and Mitchell Falls. From there we’ll 
explore the El Questro area, and then on to 
Kununurra and the Ord River. From Kununurra we 
explore the Bungle Bungles to Fitzroy Crossing, 
before seeing Geike Gorge, Tunnel Creek and 
Windjana Gorge, and on to Broome. To finish the 
adventure, we have a trip by air out to the 
Horizontal Falls.  
Royce hopes that you will enjoy a visual trip of great 
scenery and wildlife that he and Jeanne enjoyed 
immensely. 
Here are a couple of photos to whet your appetite. 
 

 
Kimberley Adventure route 

 
Boabs - a Kimberley icon (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 

 
Grevillea pteridifolia 
 
Royce and Jeanne Raleigh first joined the 
Maroondah Group of the then SGAP in the 1960s 
and Royce became an active propagator. Jeanne’s 
interest developed later and since the 1970s she has 
done most of the propagation. When they moved to 
Wartook in December 1974, they became 
foundation members of Wimmera Growers of 
Australian Plants in 1976. Royce has spent many 
years as an office bearer while Jeanne has been a 
committee member and has supplied plant material 
for their many shows. In the 1990s Royce spent 3 
years as State President of APS Victoria and is now 
an Honorary Life Member. He is currently Leader of 
the Goodeniaceae Study Group. Jeanne has been 
awarded an Impressa Award for Outstanding Service 
to Australian Plants by APS Victoria.  
In establishing Wartook Gardens they have travelled 
all over Australia and now have a wonderful 
collection of Australian plants including many not 
commonly cultivated.  
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Royce and Jeanne Raleigh  
 

 
Last Day Meeting - 8 March 2022 
 
Geoff Lay took us to Cradle Mountain as promised, 
but tantalized us with his gorgeous photos and 
incredible knowledge of the flora.  
We started off with a picture of the chalet, 
Waldheim, which was built by Gustav Weindorfer in 
1912 as part of his plan to open up the area to 
tourists.  
The Cradle Mountain – Lake St Clair National Park 
was declared in 1947 and then listed as a World 
Heritage Site in 1982. 
 

 
View south from beside Cradle Mountain  
(Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
Geoff’s first visit to Lake Dove was when his family 
were very young and just before he had open heart 
surgery. Geoff has walked the Overland Track four 
times. His favourite time to visit is in January for the 
flowers and berries, and May (autumn) when there 
is more fungi to be found. 
 

 
Cradle Mountain from Cradle Cirque  
(Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
The area has undergone four ice ages, the last one 
10,000 years ago. Lake Dove is in a glaciated valley.  
In days past visitors would plough their way over 
roots of beech trees and through difficult terrain; 
now there are mostly board walks or duckboard as 
Geoff termed it, and often these are covered in 
chicken wire to reduce slipping. 
There is a charge for Overland Track walkers of $110 
to pay for all the park improvements and to cover 
human waste removal. Toilets have metal vats that 
get flown out. Numbers are limited in summer. 
Some areas have tent platforms to protect 
vegetation and metal cables to hold the tent down. 
Geoff prefers to sleep in a tent rather than in rat 
infested huts. The biggest hut is new Pelion Hut 
which takes 60 people and has metal tables to 
safeguard against portable stoves used by trekkers. 
Some of the places mentioned included the 
Acropolis, Barn Bluff and the highest peak, Mt Ossa.  
 

 
Looking south from Mt Ossa tarn (Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
The vegetation varies from button grass which is 
very difficult to walk in, to rainforests, then to 
eucalypt forests where the rivers run south. Mt 
Geryon in the southern part of the national park is a 
favourite for rock climbers, but they have a 15 km 
walk to get to it.  
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Geoff showed us so many slides of different plants, 
and I have selected a small number. 
There are eleven different pines including (3) 
Arthrotaxis and Podocarpus lawrencei (the mountain 
plum pine) and Phyllocladus aspleniifolius, (the 
celery top pine).  
Ground covers include a range of cushion bushes, 
daisies, pimelia a scleranthus and Exocarpos 
humifusus, a mountain cherry. Geoff has tried 
growing these in pots, but finds they a ‘drop dead’ 
plants. There is a Drosera archni and sky lily, 
Herpolirion novae-zelandiae. 
 

 
Herpolirion novae-zelandiae (Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
Of the Proteaceae family, the Tasmanian waratah 
Telopea truncata and Persoonia gunnii, snotty 
gobble bush, are found in the park.  
 

 
Telopea truncata (Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
The alpine snow gum is Eucalyptus coccifera, and 
there are a great variety of berries including 
Trochocarpa and Coprosma hirtella, coffee berry. 
Geoff has tried growing Richea pandanifolia¸the 
second tallest heath plant in the world; the tallest 
grows on Lord Howe Island. The Richea scoparia 
flowers spectacularly every second year but isn’t a 
favourite of Geoff’s because it cuts into one’s socks.  
Naturally Geoff included a fungus, the interesting 
Cyttaria gunnii, Beech orange, fungi shaped as 

oranges. And amongst all the gorgeous flowers and 
scenery, a cute picture of a Bennett’s wallaby. 
It was a privilege for us to see the Overland Track 
through Geoff’s eyes. A few of our members have 
walked it and most of us will never get the chance to 
do so. Thank you so much Geoff. 
 
Nicky Zanen 
 

 
Cyttaria gunnii (Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 
 

 
Macropus rufogriseus (Bennett’s Wallaby) eating 
Richea scoparia (Photo: Geoff Lay) 
 

Additional Last Day Meeting 
 
We welcomed two guests, Kath Sykes from 
Hawthorn and Anna Burley from Heathmont, and 
Jannie who accompanied Geoff, our guest speaker.  
We also had guests at our evening meeting, Diana 
Huf and Marjanne Rook. Both are Friends of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, and it was lovely 
having them supporting Alex Smart and his wife 
Wendy.  
I thoroughly enjoyed Geoff’s talk as he whipped us 
into this incredible area that is virtually on our 
doorstep.  
I thought I might mention a couple of the plants I 
brought in to both meetings, primarily because they 
are flowering longer than usual, in my opinion. The 



Growing together with Australian Native Plants                                                         6 
 

Backhousia citriodora that is just south of my 
northern fence and thus gets more shade than the 
other plant I have, is still putting out flowers. The 
Persoonia pinifolia is one of my treasures, especially 
useful for flower arrangements. Finally, I brought in 
one of my bushfood plants full of succulent red 
berries, but I have a feeling not one person tried 
them.  Enchylaena tomentosa var tomentosa. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 

 
Enchylaena tomentosa var tomentosa  
(Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 

 
Backhousia citriodora (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 
 

Next day meeting  

 
Bill and Sue Aitchison on “The Exciting World of 
Books” 
 

Bill and Sue are excited because it has been many 
years since anyone asked them to do a talk on the 
books that they sell for APS Victoria. Maybe the last 
time they did a talk it was just plain boring, so they 
didn't get asked again, until now.  But there are now 
new exciting books, not only will they show off some 
of these books, they promise it won’t be boring and 
you will also have an opportunity to purchase some 
especially in time for Mother’s Day. 
 

 
Bill and Sue Aitchison 
 
Note: If there are any particular books that you 
would like them to bring along, please email 
(apsvicbooks@gmail.com) or phone (98723583) 
them before the meeting. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 

From the Secretary 
 
Firstly a very warm welcome to new member Anna 
Burley from Eaglemont. It was lovely meeting you at 
our last meeting and hopefully we’ll get to know you 
a lot better. 
We’re planning our next order with Neutrog for a 
Spring delivery. Orders will need to reach them by 
the 8th August 2022. A reminder and more details 
will be included in our July newsletter. Betty has 
kindly agreed again to receive our order, which 
should arrive around the beginning of September. 
All APS Foothills members have access to the 
Neutrog full product range at significantly 
discounted prices, but need to be registered with 
them first.  
If anyone would like to place an order earlier, please 
call Nicky on 0401975191 or email 
nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk to discuss. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 

 

mailto:apsvicbooks@gmail.com
mailto:nicky.zanen@hotmail.co.uk
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Out and About 
 
My big outing last week was to the Melbourne 
International Flower & Garden Show. It feels as if it 
has been several years since I attended it, and the 
first impression I had was that it wasn’t anything as 
crowded either with people or stalls, as in previous 
years. This made it really pleasant to saunter around 
and to chat to many people.  
 
Outside there were many of the expected stands – 
display gardens, people selling gardening 
equipment, apparel, pruners, mulchers, bulbs and all 
manner of plants. 
I had to smile though when I came upon the window 
cleaning gadgets. Who would have thought there 
was more to the simple blade and handle. One had a 
vacuum cleaner in the contraption, another had a 
tube collecting the water you might scrape off so 
you could toss it aside. Only thing is, these were 
pretty expensive so I haven’t got one to show 
anyone. Another item that stumped me was a 
Crystal Rain Gauge – that’s really built for Australia. 
Featuring thermal shock resistant glass that will 
never cloud. Something we all need to get.  
‘PP5’ was possibly my favourite. This company is 
placing big red skips at some nurseries to enable 
gardeners to recycle pots, plastic punnets and labels. 
What a bonus! When I spoke to them they said 
they’ll probably be arranging for a skip at Kuranga 
Native Nursery, so that will tick two boxes for us – 
we can visit Kuranga and get rid of the our excess 
pots. 
 

 
‘PP5’ Display (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 
I didn’t see many stands with Australian native 
plants. Kuranga Native Plant Nursery put a display on 
in the Exhibition Hall with APS Victoria, and this 
brought in a lot of interest and questions. The 
display was divided into categories – Coastal, 

Wetland, Dry, Indigenous etc. Visitors came from far 
and wide, many interstaters, and a lot from Ballarat 
and Geelong.  
 

 
Kuranga Display  (Photo: Nicky Zanen) 
 
Outside there was an ‘emergent’ display by Alex 
Koskiniotis that also had an illustration of the design 
plan. It was interesting to see how the photograph 
of the display compared to the plan. 
 

 
I enjoyed my trip to the city and to MIFGS, but don’t 
think I need to return too soon. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 
 
 

March evening meeting 
The River Red Gum 
 
Alex Smart began his talk by giving us a brief outline 
of the taxonomy of this Australian icon, and where it 
gets it species name from. 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis was described from a 
young tree in 1832 by Friedrich Denhardt, a German 
botanist, who was Chief Gardener/Advisor to the 
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Count of Camaldoli who established a private 
botanical garden in Naples, Italy. 
The tree was possibly grown from seed collected by 
Alan Cunningham at Condobolin, NSW, in 1817. 
The type specimen that Denhardt described was 
about 15years old and the actual type specimen was 
misplaced until the 1920s. The Camaldoli trees were 
cut down in the 1920s. 
Most Eucalypts evolved after the split up of 
Gondwanaland and Alex showed us an image of a 
fossil specimen from Wilson Botanic Park which 
contains both a Eucalypt leaf and a Nothofagus leaf, 
and dates from 22 million years ago.  
The CSIRO has conducted a wide-ranging study of 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis and has described seven 
infraspecific taxa, and has shown that some of these 
that occur in the northern parts of the country have 
a lignotuber. 
Alex also touched on type specimens and why 
provenance is important because the type specimen 
held in Vienna and collected in 1832 is distinctly 
different from the new holotype collected and 
described in 2008 and which is held in the Australian 
National Herbarium. 
 

 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis along the Westernport 
Hwy (Photo: Alex Smart) 
   
There is quite a range in variation in the habit of the 
River Red Gum, with the Werribee River form being 
as wide as they are tall. We are familiar with the 
majestic specimens along the Westernport Hwy 
which are in direct contrast to the 
Murray/Murrumbidgee variant, which is tall and 
lanky. 
 

 
Murray/Murrumbidgee variant doesn’t look like 
the Eucalyptus camaldulensis we are familiar with 
(Photo: Alex Smart) 
 
Alex discussed the conditions that favour the growth 
of the River Red Gum, and these include alluvial soils 
near streams or on floodplains that experience 
regular or occasional inundation with water. 
Problems that affect these trees are drought or 
erosion, and interrupted water flow such as weirs or 
dams which can either stop water getting to the 
trees or results in permanent inundation. Salinity 
and soil compaction e.g., by cattle, are also 
detrimental, as is excess fertiliser. 
 

   
The Sentinels on the Westernport Hwy are trees 
that have succumbed to soil compaction and 
changed soil moisture conditions  
(Photo: Alex Smart) 



Growing together with Australian Native Plants                                                         9 
 

 
Trees that have suffered from both drought (old 
specimens) and prolonged inundation (young 
saplings), with some young trees still surviving 
(Photo: Alex Smart) 
 
Other interesting facts about the River Red Gum that 
Alex gave us are that it is a long-lived tree >400yrs, it 
is fast-growing given the light and water it requires 
and can reach 75% of its mature height in 10years. It 
is grown for firewood in many countries and has 
been used in desert reclamation in Saudi Arabia and 
for fuel in Brazil in the steel-making industry. 
In the early days of Melbourne’s history, Dandenong 
was described as “Heavily timbered Red Gum 
country”, so it was popular with timber getters as 
the wood was used for planking on the wharves and 
blocks for paving Melbourne’s streets. 
There are very few River Red Gums in Dandenong 
these days, and those that remain will no doubt 
soon succumb to environmental pressures. 
 

 
One of the few remaining River Red Gums in 
Dandenong surrounded by tarmac and heavy traffic 
(Photo: Alex Smart) 

  
A big truck passes close to the River Red Gum in 
Dandenong (Photo: Alex Smart) 
 
Pollinators include insects, birds and small mammals 
and the mature seeds all fall in one drop, where they 
fall to the ground under the crown of the tree. Some 
seed may be carried by wind or water where it can 
float for about 36 hours, often settling on the lake or 
river edges. The seeds are tiny, >500 000/kg making 
each seed on 2mg in weight.  
 

 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis seeds with a domestic pin 
for scale (Photo: Alex Smart) 
 
The trees also support a massive biodiversity. Birds 
use the hollows for nests, they provide food and 
shelter for possums, bats, reptiles and invertebrates, 
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provide a substrate for other plants such as 
mistletoes, and support algae and fungi as well. 
Humans use and have used the River Red Gum in 
numerous ways too, e.g., sculpture, furniture, 
firewood and charcoal, paddle steamers, live trees 
as paddle steamer bollards, and in bridge making. 
 

 
Cazneaux’s Tree, Wilpena Creek, Flinders Ranges, 
SA 
(Photo: Alex Smart) 
 
Alex ended his talk with his spectacular photo of 
Cazneaux’s Tree, a superb specimen of Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis subsp. minima. Thanks Alex, for a 
fantastic and well-rounded account of this truly 
majestic and awesome tree. 
 
Janet Hodgkiss 
 
 

Bracket Fungus 
 
I first became aware of bracket fungus when it was 
discovered in one of the school’s eucalypts. An 
authoritative assessment about the possible life 
span of the tree and its safety was carried out. The 
report said the tree might last perhaps another 20 
years. After a windstorm tore a very large branch 
from the tree, it was removed. No other tree at the 
school currently has bracket fungus to the best of 
my knowledge. 
Roughly a year ago, bracket fungus was discovered 
in one of my ironbarks, Eucalyptus sideroxylon.  
A dead limb was removed along with the bracket 
fungus fruiting body. The tree has since died, quite 
quickly one might say. Bracket fungus has 
subsequently been discovered in three other 
eucalypts. Quite distressing news because the 
affected trees were planted in the nineties as tube 
stock. There is not enough of my lifetime left to 
repeat this kind of exercise and for me to see trees 
grow to the level of beautiful semi-maturity these 
trees have reached. 

 

 
Bracket fungus in Eucalypts 
(Photo: Chris Larkin) 
 
I have done some research online and with the 
books on my shelf, as well as consulted with Geoff 
Lay. It seems clear that bracket fungus is most likely 
to take hold when trees are stressed or damaged by 
torn limbs, insect attack etc. The fungus moves by 
airborne spores, not through underground 
networks. Of course, the fruiting body is just the 
outward sign of what is going on. What is going on is 
an attack deep in the tissues of a tree - an attack on 
the heartwood that will kill the plant sooner or later.  
There is no treatment to kill or retard the activity of 
the fungus. Removing the fruiting body will do 
nothing; other fruiting bodies will replace the one 
removed. Often, the fruiting body is relatively low in 
the tree trunk, although with the ironbark it was 
four metres or so up, close to the fork of the dead 
branch with the trunk.  
Of the three remaining trees infected, one of them 
in particular is key, not just in landscaping terms, but 
in the job it is doing in providing vital shade for the 
garden and me, the gardener. With climate change, 
shade is becoming even more imperative although it 
has always been extremely important to me.  
Climate change, lower rainfall and higher 
temperatures overall, are other stressors on the 
trees. What is unclear is whether it is prudent to 
remove affected trees as a hygienic measure in an 
attempt to stop the fungus spreading to other trees, 
or whether to wait and see how things play out over 
time. Geoff Lay, who knows a thing or two about 
fungus, says the spores are floating in the air all the 
time and can remain viable for years. Further, he 
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says a tree doesn’t have to be stressed for the 
fungus to take hold.  
So, with spores always floating around should I be in 
any hurry to remove the trees or just get on with the 
job of succession planting? A dilemma indeed.  
When I think about replacement trees, I need to 
focus, not just on the size of the mature plant, but 
on ones that will cope with the predicted drier, 
hotter, windier conditions they will contend with.  
It’s not an easy task because in my experience 
successfully growing trees has not proved easy, and 
if they die after reaching a good height, the gap they 
leave in the garden is significant. Still, there is really 
no time to waste in getting some alternatives in this 
year. Decisions need to be made, plants need to be 
sourced and then it is a waiting game with fingers 
crossed.   
Fungus has its own kingdom because it is neither 
plant or animal. After reading some technical 
literature, I can attest to the fact that it also has its 
own language! 
 
Chris Larkin 
 

Flannel Flowers: Actinotus 
helianthi 
 
Many years ago, maybe as many as twelve years 
ago, a former member of our group, Margaret 
Guenzel, gave me a potted flannel flower she had 
propagated.  
Margaret put a lot of time and effort into working 
out the best way to propagate these plants and her 
results were written up at the time for ‘Growing 
Australian’.  
Although flannel flowers might present challenges 
for propagating en masse, I have kept a pot of this 
plant, and its many progeny, going over all the 
interceding years. You can see from the first 
photograph the pot is a reasonably big size.   
In the second picture with a new seedling well on 
the way, you can see the surface is covered with 
quite large pebbles or rocks - diameter roughly 6cm.  
There is enough space between the rocks for 
seedlings to get going, while the parent plant(s) may 
only have another season of life left. I have had as 
many as three plants in the pot all growing well at 
the one time.   
I am currently experimenting with two pots of 
flannel flowers with the soil covered in ½ - 1cm 
scoria stones as seen in the third picture. Will 
seedlings appear and thrive to adulthood in this 
environment in dappled shade on the north side of 
the house? 

It has been fascinating to see the variety of foliage 
and flower size over the years from the seeded 
offspring. From really large flowers to cute little 
ones. They are all lovely.  
Currently, the young plant on the way has large 
foliage, leading me to think the flower size might be 
similarly large. 

 
Flannel flowers growing in a reasonably big pot 
(Photo: Chris Larkin) 

 
Seedling coming up between pebbles/small rocks 
(Photo: Chris Larkin)  



Growing together with Australian Native Plants                                                         12 
 

Knowing how to have a pot of these lovely flowers 
forever, or at least for a very long time, you might 
want to have a go yourself!  
The plant is always in flower. The pot gets at least 
half a day of direct sunlight in summer but probably 
none in winter because it is on the south side of the 
house. It is advisable not to water the foliage.  
 
Chris Larkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scoria stones cover the soil in the pot 
(Photo: Chris Larkin) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANPSA 2022 Biennial Conference - 
Kiama, NSW 
 

 
 
The Australian Flora Conference 2022 - Past, 
Present & Future 
10 to 16 September 2022: The Pavilion: Kiama, NSW  
 
Registrations are now OPEN 
 
Please join us for 7 days of inspiring talks, 
workshops, excursions and discussions as we explore 
the past, present and future of Australian flora. 
 
The conference program includes: 

• A complimentary tour of the Kiama region 
• A native plant sale at the Kiama Pavilion 
• An opening cocktail event 
• 3 full days of conference keynote sessions, 

discussions and workshops 
• 2 full days of complimentary excursions 

visiting the stunning landscapes, national 
parks and gardens of the stunning NSW 
south coast, Sydney and surrounding regions 

• Plus access to optional ADD-ON tours of 
stunning NSW regions at an additional cost. 
 

Tickets are limited and the conference excursions 
and add-on tours are filling fast. Book your tickets 
now to secure your place. 
A 10% discount is available until the end of May for 
early-bird registrations for the conference and will 
be applied automatically. Travel insurance is strongly 
recommended.  
 
Conference add-on tours 
As part of the conference, we are hosting 5 
exclusive, multi-day, native plant tours to iconic 
regions of NSW. 
 

 
Each tour is available as an optional ADD ON for 
people attending the conference, at an additional 
cost to the conference ticket. 
4 tours will run BEFORE conference: 

• World Heritage Blue Mountains (5 to 9 
September) 

• Warrumbungles and Pilliga (4 to 9 
September) 
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• Sunny South Coast (5 to 9 September) 
• Lord Howe Island (currently booked out) 

 3 tours will run AFTER the conference: 
• Warrumbungles and Pilliga (17 to 22 

September) 
• Sydney Sandstone Flora (17 to 21 

September) 
• Lord Howe Island (currently booked out) 

 
Promotional videos of tour highlights can be found 
here: Video highlights 
(https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianPlantsSociet
yNSW) 
 
Tour bookings are also open 
* Please book as soon as possible if you wish to join 
a particular tour, as these are expected to fill quickly. 
* Please note that all tours are priced based 
on double or twin share rooms. If a single room is 
required, a single supplement would be payable and 
only based on availability. 
* Here is the link to book 
(https://events.humanitix.com/2022kiama) 
        
Accommodation alert! 
Now that Covid restrictions have eased in NSW, we 
have noticed a large increase in people planning 
travel in NSW and particularly to the south 
coast. We are seeing prices rising and availability 
reducing. We encourage you to book your 
accommodation as soon as possible.  
* We have compiled the following list of 
accommodation options in the area, attached and 
available for download via our site here 
(link: https://www.austplants.com.au/resources/Doc
uments/Events/Biennial%20Conference/Kiama%20A
ccommodation%2020%20October%202021%20v3.p
df) 
* There is more information on our event page 
(https://www.austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-
Conference-2022) 
* Sites like booking.com 
(https://www.booking.com/) and others are very 
useful to book travel and many have free 
cancellation up to 24 hours before your stay, 
secured with your credit card.  There are also a large 
number of Airbnb properties available in the area 
(https://www.airbnb.com.au/). Please ensure you 
check the cancellation provisions of accommodation 
providers before you book.  
 
Covid safety 
APS NSW is committed to following the highest 
standards of safety and hygiene and we will follow 
all relevant government restrictions with regard to 

Covid and social distancing. Health requirements will 
be in accordance with NSW Govt Health Department 
regulations. However, we recommend that your 
vaccination be up-to-date for your protection and 
the protection of others. 
* If you have any questions or need any assistance, 
please contact us via:  
Email: conf2022@spin.net.au 
Phone: 0416 030 872 
Looking forward to seeing you in Kiama. 
 
Heather Miles (President) 
www.austplants.com.au | hmiles1672@gmail.com 
0408 696 356 
 
 

Neutrog - Investment in Business 
 
Chris Long, APS Vic Secretary, asked us to circulate 
this to members who are on the Neutrog mailing list. 
If you’re not on their mailing list, then the following 
may still be of interest to you: 
Please circulate this to your members who are on 
the Neutrog mailing list - this will generally be 
members of District Groups that have set up 
Neutrog on-line shopping. 
* Neutrog are offering investment in their business 
to all affiliated garden clubs and their members. 
* They have contacted APS Victoria with the 
opportunity to register interest in the offer.  We 
have registered our interest simply to find out more 
details and have made no decision on whether it is 
an appropriate investment for us.  We have a 
number of concerns and questions regarding the 
share offer.  
* Neutrog has advised us that in the next week or 
two they will be sending the offer to express interest 
to all APS Victoria members who are on their email 
list.   
* There is no obligation to register interest or to 
respond to the offer in any way and APS Victoria has 
not endorsed the share offer. 
* Each member is free to make your own decision 
about expressing interest to find out more about the 
offer. 
* We will also share with you, responses to our 
questions and concerns. 
Regards, 
Chris Long 
Secretary APSV 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianPlantsSocietyNSW
https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianPlantsSocietyNSW
https://events.humanitix.com/2022kiama
https://www.austplants.com.au/resources/Documents/Events/Biennial%20Conference/Kiama%20Accommodation%2020%20October%202021%20v3.pdf
https://www.austplants.com.au/resources/Documents/Events/Biennial%20Conference/Kiama%20Accommodation%2020%20October%202021%20v3.pdf
https://www.austplants.com.au/resources/Documents/Events/Biennial%20Conference/Kiama%20Accommodation%2020%20October%202021%20v3.pdf
https://www.austplants.com.au/resources/Documents/Events/Biennial%20Conference/Kiama%20Accommodation%2020%20October%202021%20v3.pdf
https://www.austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022
https://www.austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022
http://booking.com/
https://www.booking.com/
https://www.airbnb.com.au/
mailto:conf2022@spin.net.au
http://www.austplants.com.au/
mailto:hmiles1672@gmail.com
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Book Launch - Lantern Bushes of 
Australia 
 
The launch of ‘Lantern Bushes of Australia’ will take 
place on the 30th April from 2-5pm in the Function 
Room, in Edinburgh Gardens, North Fitzroy. This is 
the old Fitzroy footy oval. It’s right next to the 
bowling club with good parking in St Georges Rd. 
There is also a designated tram stop at the bowling 
club. 
 
Trevor Blake 

 

 
Front Cover of book 
 
 
 
 

 
Sample page from the book 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Growing together with Australian Native Plants                                                         15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APS FOOTHILLS INC. 
 
 
 

CONTACT US: 
 

Email: foothills@apsvic.org.au 
 

Mail: PO Box 65, Boronia, 3155 
 
 

Phone Enquiries: 
Nicky Zanen: 040 197 5191 

Chris Larkin: 9752 7837 
 
 

Find us on: www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 
 
 
 
 

DAY Meeting 
 

Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 1 Gardenia St, 
Blackburn. (Melway 47K10) 

Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month (Feb-Nov) 
Time: 10.30am 

 
 
 
 

EVENING Meeting 
 

Venue: Knox Park Primary School, Kathryn Rd, 
Knoxfield. (Melway 73 C3) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of the month (Feb-Nov) 
Time: 7.45pm 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE 
 

Leader: Janet Hodgkiss 
Secretary: Nicky Zanen 
Treasurer: Chris Larkin 

Newsletter Editor: Kerry Davis 
Other Members: Richard Maddever 

APS Vic Liaison: Janet Hodgkiss 
Day Meeting Liaison: Nicky Zanen 

 
 

*** 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the 
land on which we meet. We pay our respects to 

First Nations People throughout Australia, and to 
Elders both past and present. 

 
*** 

 

VISITORS WELCOME! 

mailto:foothills@apsvic.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/apsfoothills
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DAY MEETING 
 

Trevor Blake: Banksias 

 

Tuesday 10th May 2022 
 
Venue: Field Naturalists Hall, 1 Gardenia St, 
Blackburn. (Melway 47K10) 
Time: 10.30am 
 

Details Page 4 

 
 
 
EVENING MEETING 
 

Nicky Zanen: The History of 
Foothills 
 

Wednesday 25th May 2022 
 
Venue: Knox Park Primary School, Kathryn Rd, 
Knoxfield. (Melway 73 C3) 
Time: 7.45pm 
 
Details Page 5 

 
 
 
 

Foothills Facebook Page 
 

www.facebook.com/apsfoothills 

Hi Everyone, 
 
We had a good crowd at our last evening meeting 
which included some visitors and one of our newer 
members, who, because of Covid restrictions last 
year, we have only met via Zoom. It was great to 
finally meet you in person Deb! 
Royce Raleigh’s Kimberley Adventure was everything 
it promised to be and I’m sure his gorgeous 
photographs of the area meant I was not the only 
one who came home dreaming of a Kimberley trip. 
Our working bee at the school was, as usual very 
pleasant, and while Shirley and I spent some time 
planting in the butterfly garden, Chris, Bev and Nicky 
pruned and tidied up the fairly extensive beds of 
Plectranthus argentatus. Kerry and Bob did some 
other pruning and put in protective stakes around 
various plants in the grounds, and as usual we 
finished our labours off with cuppa and a natter.  
At our next evening meeting, we will be celebrating 
Foothills’ 50th anniversary. Yes, fifty years ago, some 
keen-on-Australian-Plants people got together and 
formed the Foothills Group. I’m so glad they did 
because (I might be biased here), I think it’s the best 
group! Our common interest has brought us 
together, but the size of our group means we’ve 
been able to get to know each other well, and in 
some cases, we’ve formed firm friendships. Nicky 
will give us a presentation on the history of Foothills 
and for those of us who haven’t been with Foothills 
since its inception, I think it promises to be a very 
interesting evening.  
Registrations are now open for the FJC Rogers 
Seminar in October and the ANPSA conference in 
September, so don’t forget to register if you are 
keen on attending these events. 
See you all next time! 
 
Janet Hodgkiss 

 

 

APS Foothills Inc. A0013126K May Newsletter 2022 

http://www.facebook.com/apsfoothills
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Best of the Bench selection –  
Grevillea rhyolitica and its hybrids 
 
In the last evening meeting several people brought 
in cuttings of Grevillea rhyolitica and Grevillea ‘Lady 
O’. Samples of these two grevilleas are in the first 
picture. Grevillea rhyolitica, on the left, has the 
bigger leaf and flower.  
 

 
Grevillea rhyolitica (L);  Grevillea ‘Lady O’  
(Photo: Chris Larkin) 
 
Grevillea rhyolitica, also referred to as Grevillea 
Deua Flame, is a recently named species which was 
formerly classified as a G. victoriae variant. It is 
considered to be rare and endangered because it is 
only found in two areas of the south coast of NSW, 
namely the Dampiera State Forest and the Deua 
National Park. I do wonder if these parks might have 
been impacted by the recent fires!  
It grows naturally in moist gullies, steep ridges and 
open forests. In my garden it is growing well high up 
the hill to a height of approximately 2m x 1.5m and 
is happy enough to have produced a seedling 
nearby. Thank you very much. It will grow in pretty 
much full sun to part shade.  
It is interesting to note that rhyolite is a silica rich 
volcanic rock and the pumice stone you may use on 
your feet is rhyolite pumice. 
Grevillea ‘Lady O’ is a hybrid of G. rhyolitica and 
victoriae, growing around 1.8m x 1.5m in full sun or 
part shade. It is quite a tough plant that has certainly 

proven to be useful as a foil against the attack of 
children at Knox Park PS and my previous workplace, 
Blackburn Lake PS. The beauty of this plant, at least 
around here, is it flowers all year round.   
There are two other hybrids of Grevillea rhyolitica 
worth mentioning, not least because they are 
smaller plants ideal for the suburban garden. 
Grevillea ‘Ruby Jewel’ is a hybrid of G. rhyolitica x 
victoriae growing up to 1m x 1.5m, although it has 
not achieved that here to date but remains a lovely 
small 0.5m x 0.6m. It was available at Bushland Flora 
so it may now be available at Yarra View Nursery.  
Grevillea ‘Cherry Cluster’ is a hybrid of G. rhyolitica x 
G. juniperina. The cross with G. juniperina should 
make it a tough little plant but I have just purchased 
one at Kuranga Nursery, so it is as yet untried here in 
the ground. This plant is described as semi-prostrate 
0.5m x 0.8m. Both hybrids will grow in full sun or 
part shade.  
 

 
Grevillea ‘Ruby Jewel’ (top); Grevillea ‘Cherry 
Cluster’ (centre) (Photo: Chris Larkin) 
 
In the second picture, Grevillea ‘Ruby Jewel’ has the 
flower and a small roundish leaf; Grevillea ‘Cherry 
Cluster’ is at the bottom of the picture with no 
flower and a narrow leaf. I have shown two single 
leaves side by side to make the difference clearer.  
Google these grevilleas to get a better idea of what a 
mature plant will look like.  
 
Chris Larkin 
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Kimberley Adventure  
- April evening meeting 
 
 
Royce Raleigh took us on a fantastic trip around the 
Kimberley that he and his wife Jeanne did with 
Outback Spirit Tours. It was a 15-day coach tour (in 
comfortable 4WD coaches) that took in the best of 
the Kimberley and offered opportunities to walk, 
learn from experienced guides about the area and 
see the sights, enjoy exhilarating helicopter rides 
and boat trips, as well as swim, relax and enjoy top 
class accommodation.   
 
The map below shows the area and the route they 
took. 
 

 
Trip Map  
 
They began in Broome and travelled the Gibb River 
Road to stay at Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary. 
There they explored the surrounding area before 
moving on to Drysdale River Station  
 

 
Kimberley icons - Boabs Adansonia gregorii  
(Photo: Royce Raleigh) 

 
Grevillea pteridifolia (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 
 
From Drysdale River Station they then headed to the 
Mitchell Plateau and Outback Spirit’s Ngauwudu 
Safari Camp, where they enjoyed luxurious 
accommodation. This camp is ideally situated to 
allow guests enjoy a 4-hour walk to Mitchell Falls in 
the company of an expert local guide who also 
showed them the rock art in the area. The path was 
very rocky and rough going in places but the pace 
was relaxed and allowed for plenty of stops along 
the way.  
 

 
Mitchell Falls (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 
 
At the Mitchell Falls, they were all helicoptered back 
to the camp which allowed Royce to get some 
superb shots of the spectacular falls. From there 
they explored the El Questro area, Kununurra and 
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the Ord River. There they saw the very impressive 
Lake Argyle (10 000 km2) which is held back by a 
dam wall constructed from rocks and clay soil. 
 

 
Grevillea wickhamii (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 
 

 
Kingfisher (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 
 
From Kununurra they explored the Bungle Bungles, 
with Royce showing us a lovely sunset photo of the 
western side of the range along with pictures that 
show the more familiar beehive domes. They took a 
helicopter flight to see the rock formations from 
above, and walked along Piccaninny Creek to see the 
spectacular Cathedral Gorge and later went to see 
Echidna Chasm with its striking conglomerate rocks. 
 
They stayed at Fitzroy Crossing, before seeing Geikie 
Gorge, Tunnel Creek and Windjana Gorge and finally 
heading back to Broome. To finish the adventure, 
before leaving Broome, they had a trip by seaplane 
out to the Horizontal Falls where they went on a jet-
boat trip through the falls themselves.  
After seeing Royce’s fantastic photos, I’m sure I’m 
now not alone in itching to visit The Kimberley!  
 
Janet Hodgkiss 

Bungle Bungles (Photo: Royce Raleigh) 
 

 
Adventurers - Royce and Jeanne Raleigh 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Day Meeting 
 
For our next day meeting we welcome back Trevor 
Blake who will be speaking on ‘Banksias’. Trevor is 
an experienced naturalist and photographer and one 
of our favourite presenters. He is massively keen on 
Banksias and is a former leader of the ANPSA 
Banksia Study Group.  
We are returning to providing tea and coffee once 
again and I am planning to have lunch in one of the 
local cafes afterwards.  
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Next evening meeting: 
Foothills Anniversary – The History 
of Foothills 
 
This year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of SGAP / 
APS Foothills. Nicky will provide a potted history of 
these 50 years including some of our memorable 
outings, involvement with Stringbybark Festival, 
interesting members and some of the legendary 
speakers we’ve hosted.  
 

 
Out and About 
 
Something is happening with my Corymbias. Either 
Cockatoos are picking big chunks of branches and 
leaves and throwing them on the ground and on my 
roof, or the trees have grown so much over this 
summer that they are dropping these. I don’t think it 
is the Cockatoos, but frankly, I haven’t been home 
that much to say they are not the culprits. 
 
The plants that I put in my daughter’s place last year 
have survived the summer and some of them have 
grown very well. We’ve also had a couple of losses. 
Best performers are Grevillea Burrendong Beauty 
and a Hibbertia. There is one Devil with one flower. 
That was such a terrific surprise – I’ve never had 
success with this one before. 
 
You might remember I mentioned the nature strip in 
Herbert Street which had rocks and Agapanthus on 
it. To my delight the Knox Council removed rocks 
and plants, and sowed seeds. Well, these have 
sprung up to display a wonderful selection of weeds, 
small patches of couch and other grasses and would 
probably suit weed forages. Maybe that was their 
intention. The renters who live opposite this strip 
won’t ever mow it, I suspect. It is interesting to see 
how things progress.  
 
Within a day of our April 2022 newsletter going out, 
I had a phone call from one of our members who 
totally disagreed with my assessment of MIFGS.  
 
‘You would put everybody off going’, she said. Well, 
possibly so, but I wrote the item in my opinion and 
based on what I saw. It is also one that is only 
included in our Foothills newsletter, not to be 
expressed in any other publications.  
 
I have to clarify though, I didn’t really stop to look at 
all the display gardens – according to my caller there 

were many which included a number of native plants 
– and I didn’t look at any displays other than the 
combined APS Victoria/Kuranga that were in the 
Exhibition building.  
 
There were people selling native tubes, $8 each. 
These normally are only sold online but were of 
good quality and plants that people could expect to 
have success with. I hadn’t mentioned those either. 
 
After this phone call I felt a little deflated, very harsh 
in my judgement; but at the end of the day, I had 
written what I felt at the time and how I perceived 
the show.  
 
I would certainly encourage anyone who is 
interested in going not to take any notice of my 
negativity. I would expect no one would do that 
anyway. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 
 
 
 

From the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria  
 
The FNCV, where we hold our day meeting, is having 
a second hand book sale on the 14th May 2022 from 
9.30 am to 3 pm. They will have a large range of 
books on all topics, including fiction. This is their first 
major fund-raiser since 2019, so please come along 
and support it. The local Blackburn Market is on the 
same morning, so there’s plenty to look at after 
you’ve found the book you’ve always wanted. Prices 
will be starting at 50 cents, ranging up to $10 for 
something special. 
They would welcome any books that our members 
have for rehoming. These can be brought to our next 
day meeting or contact Nicky  on 0401975191 who 
will deliver these for you. 
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Last Day Meeting 

 
Members were thoroughly entertained by our 
speaker Bill Aitchison, who showed us slides of an 
array of books and also brought with him a huge 
selection to choose from. 
 
Bill and Sue have been doing ‘Book Sales’ for APS 
Victoria since 9/11, or September 2001. In that time 
they have met a lot of our leading natural history 
authors. Included is the Eucalyptus expert, Dean 
Nicolle, who prefers to drop books off at the 
Aitchison Guymer household rather than mailing 
them. Not bad for someone who is based in South 
Australia. 
 
The range of books include flora, wattles, field 
guides (mainly Victoria), bushfoods and indigenous, 
botany, children’s books, biographies and murder 
mysteries. 
 
Bill described several flora and field guides, and 
made mention of Marion H Simmons’ book on 
Acacias. There was also a very interesting book titled 
‘Gariwerd Colours – Plants of the Grampians’ by 
Steffen Schultz which not only identifies plants but 
includes information on myths that are attached to a 
specific plant or plant family. 
 
I wanted to buy so many of the books displayed but 
settled for the children’s version of Bruce Pascoe’s 
‘Dark Emu’, ‘Young Dark Emu, a Truer History’. 
 
We learnt something very interesting about the 
Celestial Emu from Merele Webb. This is a star 
constellation which is part of the Milky Way. There is 
more on this in another part of our newsletter. 
 
Also available for children was one of my favourites , 
‘Tracks, Scats and Other Traces’ but there is now 
another one called ‘Poo, Spew and Other Gross 
Things Animals Do’. 
 
Bill finished his talk with a promotion of the 14th FJC 
Rogers Seminar – Fabulous Peas, which is being held 
15th and 16th October 2022 and a reminder that 
there will be book sales there. Come to think of it, he 
started his talk with a photo of a yellow brown 
coloured pea flower, a Bossiaea ornata. 
 
Thank you so much Bill and Sue for sharing your love 
of books with our members. 
 
Nicky Zanen 

 

 

 
Books illustrated included in Bill’s talk. 

 
The Celestial Emu 
 
There is a super item on the University of Melbourne 
website – 
https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au – 
Seasonal Foods and Aboriginal Astronomy. 
 
 

 
 
Information taken from above website 
Nicky Zanen 
 

https://indigenousknowledge.unimelb.edu.au/
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Trevor Blake’s Book Launch 
 
Last weekend I attended the book launch of Trevor 
Blake’s “Lantern Bushes of Australia” published by 
APS Keilor Group. This covers the Lasiopetaleae of 
the Malvaceae. In other words Thomasias, 
Lasiopetalums, Guichenotias and other plants that 
are referred to as ‘stercs’ and that grow very well 
under shady conditions.  
 
This is a terrific book and was reviewed in the March 
2022 issue of Growing Australian by Tony Cavanagh.  
 
We have invited Trevor to our next day meeting 
(Tuesday 10th May) and he will be bringing copies of 
this book with him for sale. The cost is $48. 
 
 

 
 
(taken off the web – APS Keilor website) 
 
Nicky Zanen 
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